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Spot 127 Uses Community Partnerships to Educate the Next
Generation of Digital Media Experts

While SPOT 127.0.0.1 might not yet mean anything to you, to Phoenix area high school students it means
home. Last week marked the community grand opening of SPOT 127, an innovative afterschool program
that is a joint project of KJZZ , Rio Salado College, Phoenix Union High School District and other
community partners. The new youth media center is a prime example of the quality of youth opportunities
that can be generated when community groups partner.

The building housing SPOT127 was donated by Phoenix Union and renovated by the design firm Fitch to
be aesthetically-appealing to teens, with bold colors and a break room kids for socializing. The instructional
space was specifically designed to be both functional and hip, a place very different from a traditional
classroom where kids will want to be, not have to be, according to Executive Director, Greg Pereira.

Modeled after a program in Oakland, California, SPOT 127 is designed to have industry experts teach
students journalism and digital media production which then leads to students creating and producing real
life stories relevant to their lives. The program currently serves 100 high school students, primarily from the
Phoenix Union District, who meet from 3:30-6:30 on either Mondays and Wednesdays or Tuesdays and
Thursdays.,



Exemplifying key tenets of youth development, the learning is complementary to the school day rather than
a replication - the instruction periods are brief, leaving teens plenty of time in the newsroom and media lab
where the real magic happens. Free nightly meals are served thanks to a partnership with St Mary's Food
Bank, and Fridays offer an opportunity to get help on school work as well as continue work on their media
projects.

Students in the program also have an opportunity to attend Rio Salado College and pursue internships and
career opportunities opened to them by SPOT 127's strong ties to the community.

High school programs are few and far between, but SPOT 127 is taking a truly innovative approach to
serve a high-need age group. At the end of the day, says Pereira, the program's true goal is to have
hundreds and eventually thousands of kids in higher education because they had the support to get there.
When they get there, it will be thanks in no small part to the program and its champions in the community,
who partnered to make the project a reality. Colleges of journalism across the country, prepare for the next
generation of digital media mavens!

For more information about SPOT 127, see www.spotl127.org.

Key Research Supports
Afterschool Standards Process

As part of a commitment to supporting quality afterschool programming in Arizona, AzCASE along with the
Valley of the Sun United Way is leading the effort to develop a Continuous Quality Improvement System.
The first step, begun this fall, is the creation of Quality Standards for Afterschool, tailored to meet the
unique needs of Arizona programs. The standards will be followed by the creation of an assessment tool
and a professional development framework, to support the continued progress towards quality youth
development in our state.

The Arizona Standards Committee, convened this fall, is composed of policy makers, afterschool and
school leaders, funders, and other stakeholders from across the state. Their work is being informed by best
practices and research into successful youth development. Read on for more on what the bar for quality is
based on, and how this will impact the standards process.

Evidence Supporting the Elements of Quality in Afterschool Programs

Afterschool standards identify quality benchmarks above those set by licensing regulations. These
standards provide guidance to program leaders on the components of a high-quality program and the
qualifications of well-trained program staff.

Therefore, our commitment to quality afterschool in Arizona has to begin with our collective understanding
of program characteristics likely to benefit youth.

Drawing from related research on youth development and education, a 2005 study by the RAND
Corporation entitled_Making Out-of-School-Time Matter lists some key conditions, including:

a clear mission;

high expectations;

a safe environment;

supportive emotional climate;
small total enroliment;

stable, trained personnel;
appropriate content and pedagogy;
and frequent program assessment.

The National Network of Statewide Afterschool Networks, which focuses explicitly on the core components
of afterschool and expanded learning opportunities-engaged learning, school-community partnerships and
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family involvement, further maintains that high-quality programs feature:

Positive relationships between students and staff.

Positive relationships between students.

A mix of academic and non-academic skill-building activities.
High levels of student engagement.

Mastery orientation.

Appropriate levels of structure.

Below are some recommended resources that offer an evidence base for elements of quality in
afterschool. The evidence therein supports the conclusions that high quality after school programs produce
increase student academic achievement, positive social and emotional development, regular and
consistent school attendance, increased student engagement, positive work and study habits and stronger
links between students, families and schools.

Our work developing quality standards for afterschool in Arizona is not only backed by an array of credible
research and experience in the field, it is supported by the work of other states and places that have
undergone similar processes. Currently:

33 states have established or are developing practitioner standards that identify indicators of program
quality;

24 states have identified core knowledge and competencies-what practitioners should know and be able to
do to provide high-quality afterschool and expanded learning programming; and

More than 18 states have developed school-age professional credentials.

For more information and research, we encourage you to view the reports below and check out
the Statewide Afterschool Networks (SAN) collection of quality standards resources and research.

Title: Helping Youth Succeed Through Out-Of-School-Time Programs

This report by the American Youth Policy Forum presents research on the effectiveness of out-of-school-
time programs and how they contribute to positive skill development for youth; what some of the more
advanced communities around the United States are doing to integrate Out-of-School-Time programs into
their vision for the healthy development of their youth; and recommendations on what policymakers and
practitioners can do to institutionalize high quality out-of-school time programs for youth.

Title: Implementing Evidence-Based Practices: Six 'Drivers' of Success

Author: Allison J. R. Metz, Karen Blase, and Lillian Bowie: Child Trends

Description: This brief defines implementation, highlights why the effective implementation of evidence-
based practices is critical to achieving outcomes and outlines six core components that drive successful
program implementation.

Title: The Quality of School-Age Child Care in After-school Settings

Author: Priscilla M. Little: Harvard Family Research Project

Description: An overview of the features of high-quality after school settings, including an examination of
key research on links between program quality and developmental outcomes, a review of current practice
in program quality assessment, and a set of quality-related considerations for policymakers.

Title: Putting It All Together: Guiding Principles for Quality After-School Programs Serving Preteens
Author: Rachel A. Metz, Julie Goldsmith and Amy J.A. Arbreton: Public/Private Ventures
Description: This practical guide reports on the characteristics for developing a quality afterschool
program for preteens based on the latest research.

For more information on the Arizona Afterschool Standards Committee or the Continuous Quality
Improvement System development, contact Melanie McClintock at 602.496.3307 or
mmcclintock@azafterschool.org.
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Afterschool Directory Offers Targeted Marketing Opportunity!

Families are increasingly discerning consumers - in addition to a safe, nurturing environment, parents and
families now look for more information when making a decision about what afterschool or summer program

their children attend. Does the program have STEM enrichment? Is there arts integration or sports? Are
mentoring and leadership development an option?

We at AzCASE know that all those things and more are happening at sites across Arizona, and now you
have a way to let parents and families know too! The Arizona Afterschool Program Directory is the
state's only bilingual, centralized database of organized afterschool and out of school time programs. Its
powerful search features allow parents and families to look for programs not only geographically and age-
wise, but also to search via programming criteria.

Current options include:

STEM

Mentoring

Arts & culture

Sports & recreation
Character education
Leadership

Volunteering

College & career readiness
Nutrition and more!

Parents and families are looking for specific types of programming when they make afterschool and
summer program decisions - make sure they find you!

Updating or entering data into the directory is easy!

e |If your program already has a login, enter the directory to review your data and update your
information so families can better find you.

o If you do not yet have alogin, create one and enter the requested data to make your site readily
accessible to Arizona families looking for quality afterschool programming!

Click here to go to the
Arizona Afterschool Directory!

Questions? Watch the video tutorial or contact AzZCASE at info@azafterschool.org or 602.496.3308.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH9i8-rucd62QmeqPXCHnlCXqASRk71UzQHERtHR05BHPHN6cjKamUdGmlsAdfmSDi_4sx5PjHcwtO3IfYW0exO9cx7XyAjeHmnFqo9SeE0ENEHTwhAq7IyHCgcTTOQvvpqbtAN-IsB7ZvYNkWXUXlQkXbD_IMNFfuN793bazCoiCZ30_hfJay9bSOoRxuu1haQB2st42-Hn7hiHtAG-i-cj8yjavv3OH_deGaNgI5bxkX9ExsXBfhatmmdqwsT6H4OU1T7eMtgFehxtVQ2aMnvvbh0ymlcrQwhHDZHXdY_wYSMQvOs25RjeDYm4FWoJ9v8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH9i8-rucd62QmeqPXCHnlCXqASRk71UzQHERtHR05BHPHN6cjKamUdGmlsAdfmSDi_4sx5PjHcwtO3IfYW0exO9cx7XyAjeHmnFqo9SeE0ENEHTwhAq7IyHCgcTTOQvvpqbtAN-IsB7ZvYNkWXUXlQkXbD_IMNFfuN793bazCoiCZ30_hfJay9bSOoRxuu1haQB2st42-Hn7hiHtAG-i-cj8yjavv3OH_deGaNgI5bxkX9ExsXBfhatmmdqwsT6H4OU1T7eMtgFehxtVQ2aMnvvbh0ymlcrQwhHDZHXdY_wYSMQvOs25RjeDYm4FWoJ9v8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH9i8-rucd62QmeqPXCHnlCXqASRk71UzQHERtHR05BHPHN6cjKamUdGmlsAdfmSDi_4sx5PjHcwtO3IfYW0exO9cx7XyAjeHmnFqo9SeE0ENEHTwhAq7IyHCgcTTOQvvpqbtAN-IsB7ZvYNkWXUXlQkXbD_IMNFfuN793bazCoiCZ30_hfJay9bSOoRxuu1haQB2st42-Hn7hiHtAG-i-cj8yjavv3OH_deGaNgI5bxkX9ExsXBfhatmmdqwsT6H4OU1T7eMtgFehxtVQ2aMnvvbh0ymlcrQwhHDZHXdY_wYSMQvOs25RjeDYm4FWoJ9v8=
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The Fiscal Cliff and Afterschool:
What Does It All Mean?

It seems that each day brings new news of sequestration cuts, the fiscal cliff, and budget woes. With just
under a month left for Congress to reach a budget deal, here's an overview of the fiscal cliff and what it
means for afterschool programs here in Arizona.

What is the fiscal cliff all about?

The fiscal cliff refers to the combination of tax increases and spending cuts that will happen automatically
at the beginning of 2013 if Congress does not act. In an effort to force themselves to act, Congress created
a mechanism of automatic cuts called sequestration, that will mean significant cuts to all federal spending,
including defense, health, and education, that will be triggered unless some agreement is brokered to scale
down the national deficit by the end of the year. Despite differences of opinion over taxation and spending,
neither political party is keen to see the country go over the fiscal cliff.

What does this have to do with afterschool in Arizona?
The fiscal cliff and sequestration cuts have the potential to impact the Arizona afterschool community in
several ways:

o The Department of Education stands to lose about eight percent of its budget. This means that the
21st Century Program, which is federally-funded, will have less money to disperse.

e Arizona in one of several states where federal funding makes up more than 15 percent of the
operating budget in over half of school districts. Sequestration cuts would mean that school
districts will face even tighter budgets moving into the 2013-14 school year, which could lead to
staff and program reductions.

e A proposed change to tax structures would cap deductions at a certain amount which could
potentially have negative impacts for charitable donations to nonprofits, which are currently tax-
deductible.

e The general impact of sequestration cuts on Arizona's economy would be harmful; education,
health care, defense, and other industries in the state would be hit hard, and would in turn
increase the demand for services while decreasing the state's revenue.

What is being done to fix it?
The President and Republican leadership are working on a deficit reduction deal that would allow the US to
avoid triggering the automatic cuts, but reports suggest they are still far from reaching an agreement.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH8QwIYfrAumsmmGZreacK0LYC_xbIP6nsIl0qoECuhST7BxOr2zD7sK3HruRhhhk7dEPONUBFAxYRuUvLgvy6ER7doab-BWPK6oJE6XUJ1qVDTYREuSAC7VDEST0Gjo_FpDPse3ENJan8CMW62fqNYnA8BtoxvUwgvOn8WLywajVujOToSNp-tAAOI3e5U9sdQDhbwYBArhgMItL4ugTT_4x8sSCBI06FZ1etYtYDVa_VjgKMp9DPX_uMvDehw_VLYi8VlEd6pYW3wxzF_kC2dzrd-l4uM6fnkrVGMzMuGTs5AQ2it2DUC-cBJuOghOOddE-ZVekYSnMcSl0-ltQbWEq7-EBukTOI9oFbvzw-bEIP8U5j2sFXjp

What can you do?

If you wish to contact your legislator to let them know your thoughts on what should be done with education
funding in specific or the budget deal in general, see the resources below.

Senate:
Contact Arizona's senators, Sen. John McCain and Sen. John Kyl, here>>

House of Representatives:
Find your representative and their contact information by searching here>>

Note: Rep. Jeff Flake and Rep. Ed Pastor of Arizona are on the House Appropriations Committee, which
plays a large role in shaping budget and spending decisions.

Focus on Health

Afterschool programs play a key role in the health and well-being of youth through activities that
encourage healthy behaviors, an environment that includes a healthy snack or meal, and opportunities
for physical activity. This section features new topics, resources, curriculum ideas and activities to help

you ensure youth are fit, healthy, and ready to learn. See a complete list of our afterschool health
resources here>>

.w '
< i\



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH-704FLclenj7yZq9B7LQIa7rtfFKh4_P5jH_0EZb6DwBvoTkUlQDF0EwceCO736B9vMBjy7MwgFOXPc9ghi8eHOlfaK8r-ytH-W17eU6UgjRT-yViwEmPW06vGa9Qn5BbOMVGXk6gX93eSS5b3epgIYNY1j_rDtpCwJKFeGkglb3BTa_xjuNa6tMMz-NqfJy2eIc8IUZsQOctmqAHbJo_M3Ne2ifnh-VSrRhboKRxiKfKzxMrkoh1GXW7L4XUewFaQElzqESlP8hZufQilkMMpJOf2HWMtRAuzKGoIY5VSifLxmmM5KRqsxqHVeDdo1fusktdtFtmSn9rnL4I6Dr7n
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_Hl11DmYmQ_xWaXuJZivHcdD02b7xP0cPwby2VmMQxWtPsmSXlV6f9JnvrZKdkOMjbz60b515D3Z9JpA9tqK0njMJ11SvYAPzDrJ1A7uBrgQddzBUIVgeOCmAJXmkZQqrTobcGGQGDJfwdSR_1gTkFy-qGIUFfnQ5cqrwirjpjZ9_Nyu7qqAVel8gUm-5BKQOdtAPu37bZyRJpCFUqOGBTQOqywJyekwJlDrt1dyE8Yl580zi69RR5Wwl6tj9a5bJE2nOkVxUreFiccxwjSHebh8G7IkUtVtUn5ecWSsUtmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_rs6APZcqgEPU1unMtp2hvff1BGZwBrazW69K7uVfY2RsQ1svlofuh93AKpt8Flo5_XrLTISusvpnpiOnvP6Lnq5HF9DV5pQtVfixGwRwf8dIoeN9djIoDEJltxoYbk9SnckvMa2ZQmAAoW63hmS1nJMjXqXhIFyryrVej0ZpK_LIspfN6vI5WmHeUbbeFKzpI8zOu1S07dazKCuirHCgiwo1tJi6tVjtgHLi766FgMteflfnjUqemsIQ7raWDFVgPzj-8TuyH3N9bFUG_mPUhFgtxNL8IikOWMJ_zOLzqskrWh8HZqNpKqAq5Ko7XijitV5H3Co3GBw3V1uKu71cE
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_rs6APZcqgEPU1unMtp2hvff1BGZwBrazW69K7uVfY2RsQ1svlofuh93AKpt8Flo5_XrLTISusvpnpiOnvP6Lnq5HF9DV5pQtVfixGwRwf8dIoeN9djIoDEJltxoYbk9SnckvMa2ZQmAAoW63hmS1nJMjXqXhIFyryrVej0ZpK_LIspfN6vI5WmHeUbbeFKzpI8zOu1S07dazKCuirHCgiwo1tJi6tVjtgHLi766FgMteflfnjUqemsIQ7raWDFVgPzj-8TuyH3N9bFUG_mPUhFgtxNL8IikOWMJ_zOLzqskrWh8HZqNpKqAq5Ko7XijitV5H3Co3GBw3V1uKu71cE
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH-zFqxWToUdKz7H_Nsu4btPUMBlvPdAWmyRSGv9H3lRebv2R3jxE5ycCiA3LmffCxUzp4Et8iLRPxhXygtzFECxjwsQmljSEM1uLLx5iEu7oNOVDwRSENmKxysIENP0mdOz6MT6JaLAleleT8YLZcfpEi9JCopl8O3lH3T7CAf4yu0NU-0YlhqfFWPxu4nW91DhlBEhRhxKjrl-a03kQFzSi4dhSTm2s8y16kY5ebAWHMjKMzeMwoWheumPMcPVvAUNKQYEIIp6kIaYerj1aWs2HrOdQg_Kk9DoIbsxntmLiZbmx91m3ZF0l4u17uSSlero2deRujmQQyt9UTRnfDt1I8SEUhW02vNaZUSKvPZOLoVggIYzCbrotOIxHl4q8aNIx-Me015SnK_hjGQAVTup2DWo4DITP70=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH8KBBzUxdglzYfHB1R18ywW-jTNwKidHS7DgD3SiSOXZmsIhz_jBbf12beqzc2wN-qYLcwwn2N00vqcz8v0yIEEt_qMQdGI46csxPk5bwqQcf5zoMf5kflqmpaTL45t2z0z-BeRIwNIQpBkTExp7MFEwKgbe1myOTqIrUxNW6I7YPglbBxowL971Yjt7XOtIPrtbyhsS1_6tWcJQDiKB0ReNpGTqbOul0Z0drRczc4lsoV-jJdjHdOeEvlzzP4Wnex2GCHQDUPknQn9Qis0CgSJ9kWKMna0IuaCRucq9l2VOIYYtDmE2p-kUTgwmT6nCnw54whZCxQ8rA==

Health Funding Opportunities

Champions for Healthy Kids

Deadline: December 3

Through the Champions for Healthy Kids program, the General Mills Foundation will award 50 grants of
$10,000 to nonprofit organizations working to improve nutrition and physical fithess behaviors for youth.
Programs should be focused towards youth ages 2-18, programs must incorporate physical education
and nutrition eduction, and a registered dietician or registered dietetic technician must oversee the
delivery of the nutrition education.

More information>>

Mantis Gardening Equipment Grants

Deadline: March 7

The National Gardening Association and Mantis will give 25 charitable and educational garden programs
a Mantis Tiller/Cultivator with border/edger and kickstand and the choice of a gas-powered 2-cycle
engine or electric motor. All nonprofits that enhance their local communities are eligible. Past winners
include community gardens, schools, ministries, colleges, master gardening groups, and hospices.

More information>>

APS Foundation Grants

Deadline: Rolling

Through Corporate Giving, APS supports nonprofit organizations with a 501(c)(3) Internal Revenue
Service tax exempt status through cash and/or in kind services. APS supports local communities in five
strategic areas: health and human services, community development, education, arts and culture, and
environment. Grants have been awarded to schools, recreation centers, sports programs, and many
other community groups. Award Amount: Award amounts vary

More information>>

The Wal-Mart Foundation

Deadline: Rolling

The Wal-Mart Foundation supports programs and initiatives addressing education, workforce
development, economic sustainability, and health and wellness. For health and wellness in particular,
the Foundation looks to promote healthy lifestyles and behaviors. Organizations that meet the eligibility
requirements for this program can request an application at their local Wal-Mart or Sam's Club. Award
Amount: $250 - $5,000

More information>>

SPARK Grants
Grant Finder Tool allows you to search for Grants by location and program of interest. Grants updated
daily.

Arizona's Coordinated School Health Program
Provides current funding opportunities from their partnering organizations.
View here>>

Conferences,Trainings & Seminars

Sixth Annual Children's Obesity Conference

Thursday, December 6, 2012

Desert Willow Conference Center in Phoenix

Explore children's health through the lens of this year's theme, "Mental Health and Childhood Obesity:
An Exploration of the Role of Bullying, Self Esteem and Health Among Children and Families."

More information>>



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_oCrmF9kvyQJ_6kL-TS0gJttyotR3ljMZkrUvlB_xuU7JXgp45yxqybI7wfyhFPxsBSJuPfDqTQZcpUOrHZ8-5_jmp7sO4zgNwrqiEsnrxDWKNcIIhb1C19wRBmEhp_383aR2wV0geTR2QE2ROGVlk8-pvDSbsPqUrPTFxM6cmTt1M2Ivrw7jaNVIyCGnO04r1MnQXpa5Hpzr-ycoHRRcxXmS9bfBiyKvESnh8sMDtdRzBfzWxlkgdK8iwblcsUJoHSqMfy1Ub0WCIvrhYbOBTaZ8w-eEGhNxnqHHb9Q6VXOzWxjxnKZg3exE27eXsqFVWlBsqCNUJLhXhQqghrluh_ZR5DBEwvwKEXeTa-7wO7cePkZzo58Kr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH9J_ThNwCsEAt94oFVdpqhbBtCOMPber7Dc_DZLBV9g7_1eKiLtJoeaasUdZZN1Zwja8ci6p3fzWQG25Wk2DYo_jf_q3dEVOnm-8W_7MzKnVLE49QkM4QXD5NUcjqpofcT1j-VHcqKkKrFqurYrx-ZB-FpVgZCZspEZYJnEY_c-mUzIIF4dxatWYlLGOO9KzzGK4a013A6Z5oUSxrXWUvKSr94XKnyyZVmGqF6zW60_RKZjwuozymW1UFnqCKs10MzPi-NGytYPyZOTFOWF8vsZZvVqn_PG-zpQl1giSZMoXgfgW5lBFTlc5ycrSRBY7oA=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH9l7-8O9y1hjc5JAtqc4c9y9n58yj9qemPwMlB4dkd9GWyxsqw8dy7sDQdJtOGYE50uudD4uc7tnGytqRk3WsbGppu0FPj1UZLTHpGi8zhAWFCIX48evrhiqlU21Jy1wKxknZ8mI9DocqPovaiI6Aya98ldBZMSRI9donGmMfb6C53O33cJoCMshAiyZVx3LrPaoagA16CUdubPNjIU0waZnmm8hEPgya5jhVetW0zf9IxvbA6qQK7i9qw_pZ3VQ2WT_VIMLGgpb5jX48gSSw0rA6824DFzZOlwqQz9u0EBp_MnyO2s1O60
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH9SOj299e3V08zKGQeQDX4lZISdGdlUW2OasOu0llvZOx1RbDN4QN9ZZTfrDSU_t9zyamGbQi7I1DIkIrkl6KPD_9cn5oYQzEdYdYbrYXh25FCHlrNWhAVUyYv-bkLcIpc9YiUiXKXlR3ZxkD0X-pS8T0sjT50tTuBb-woTzeMXk1rr08_dbPq_kHI-cK8esd9iyhrpwg3Lk2Znr0tqSyp1WP4pLUslJoUxeZwCiBgf5tR3nqxfyYDXWaQroeTSULqYbt9bI8UTwHdjaoge3AxBN5wzGvUwHP4CeFcPjWbSPA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_C3wng8uxcjvtSmAY_-EdmSMr4N-8sltVJmT5sQbGgZIM-SyxJBIlDLsIvkE2-88iDe4fUPl6dyXoX2pXtUuWwdhO3y2C4RDJWpzH5JqM1zHqyHHZeafz7tiwXE_DUj_pmMQ6DTWyAV4mKr_2Dbx7Kov1a7G-bNvAL9Ez9RxmRpLtyKjgk42Y3XPxg294Ln2JvBhdPWHcpNSPUgNtfiSZYun9MjXKGX-JJGur-nM_y_EG_5vVuzu_uU3E07-uUNuQsh-oXielWmHH-SJQ8M-9bKsQS5djOyfdMu23UgFm6HfVYmMlHBpPw
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_JIesWCC5uGmrD4gh0yzRZq25GECNF1-PzfvsrpDuPuGp_fWrd93YrVIyvSVKcs6TDbWWnJ--pXn0aKk61d54IjXjYR8LCJrcRMG9SekGAXSJGoW2deVZLoBASr40jGnj7Xd9Kp_6vUxR8dGNgkFFRPzJ9ueQIKriHAch_V8OULO4KtldsUcLcEdGgjwlgQXxLbX91P5wFxjQ_C15ZQhsKp-UptLJ-ILxaR2AzEc2X1gONnkP8XDSbxq_T-aEdtPNZiGDvgQGKRNwmhYWtJw6xnDNM3j2EHKzgiweojo4Oow==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH9eTxfi5fRjd_0RIPX63KFX0SmZpyxeHsnUas3TpckO6E_tJ94j1gNTEzXG-4S3yY_rM9ghFQgPlI3HwQEsqsweYQg3eKGmKA09cgNW_4jgmAwCApSwjOJj9pDthV40JiXO6MT7-NT4-zci9FBaHs3Wy_px2y5vXjSYGxj4OaAqtHEEZ08K3PW47_cdawjyXsAAvliAYJ_ffCbYOHVSXK-T9PXVNK5aIK_hBBXbt22qJ0aNTLJp4OhBuAuaK8WiCvbOxaUInElU3SNOlW3mAlly35EUMjIM9rsAysxanzueiw==

Do you LIKE us?

For regular updates on what's happening
in the afterschool community,
join our network on Facebook!

f

Afterschool in the News

Soft Skills, Long a Focus of Out of School Time, Gain Traction in the Classroom

In the years following No Child Left Behind and the rise in prominence of high-stakes testing, the so-
called soft skills of self-efficacy, resiliency, and agency moved from the classroom to the realm of out of
school time. In response to concern that today's high school students may lack the socio-emotional
skills needed to be successful in college and the workplace, though, the tides may have turned.
According to Education Week, schools are increasingly beginning to borrow tools of the afterschool
trade, realizing that problem solving and resourcefulness are just as important as math and reading
ability for a youth to be college and career ready. Part of the challenge, and a reason for schools
eschewing soft-skills in the first place, lies in the difficulty of assessing such talents - there's no multiple-
choice test for grit.

The need for data is one shared between school and afterschool. If your program is looking for a way to
measure these outcomes, consider the assessment review report from the Forum on Youth Investment,
which examines eight different assessments and shows how they can be put to use to help afterschool
programs prove what great work they do.

Arizona Graduation Rates Lag Behind Nation's

After years of states reporting high school graduation rates based on their own unique formulas,
skewing national data and making comparisons difficult, new data for the 2010-2011 school year
released by the U.S. Department of Education standardized the process, and the news for Arizona is not
good. The state ranks in the bottom half of the list for graduation rates, with 78 percent of students
completing high school in four years. The rates for English language learners were the lowest in the
nation: only 25 percent of these students completed high school in the traditional four years. This is in
contrast to Texas, where the ELL graduation rate is 58 percent and California, with a 60 percent ELL
graduation rate. The data clearly suggests that something needs to change; the question is, what role
does afterschool have?

Read more about the reactions in Arizona from KNAU and AZ Central>>

See national analysis and the full set of graduation data here>>

Job Opportunities

HAVE AN AFTERSCHOOL JOB OPENING
TO POST IN OUR NEWSLETTER?
Post it here>>

First Things First
Parent Awareness & Community Outreach Coordinator (Coconino County)
Read more>>


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH8OJ2OeVWlKCGqcTTeER9tALmU3w1mcGYd6bQfq1srOmd8-aA0kQdI8XhHB3JDqBKU1zlkY6-2j2iikzjdx71MZVG7tWPafR57_R04-KyIZZjm7uHKou3CP3frgK9KnlIaUbAEGJf6lthE_9VcGf9_sxa3LsidGJCw5aP0CdcLSb3imWDC1E8lFJESIX7LWk1XeXsff6YSNUBaK-pjE-mP_iOYfgF1UeyDqxnlfRcrjyR7xAkr3CKqQ7YjVImVSkP0mWknEyLDmppcEPYiOwNJsI-RsXXwAIFzVB21fDF1tdmdgWr0Y1bjE81BNOblvppght4B0qCYSj4CRWaE3WhsJ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH8umxe4wxfmfIL4JyG4GSxAF-Y3mVNB1Re2zSezMPWVaEhjxgtlrd1dh0EmxR9eC24likKAGn75ogwIX1wliG3TN4hcoHHen2XVVl-xKI7a0wIkOHghcKJMxhLxTDqIwIfz2zlYnKH_Ty3hDlBYAoS0Mjn_Fn4ZFvYBEUOfAw3-a1ohNSh0vejUazy5JnG4yFLUkQPi7QSXqNZYA3A0pZlmprMkQwpgW6bZ07LtSRl--boQC_Bo7mp-xLyNs-nMj01aRhOURQ4C36bulbuDegcmUu3vSw5_VLyC7n94vxw5TzH3eqUk1veTPEreMLMFNXXY3eXO5QKQLqi8EHE9UvpAzm3M0l3CVKs=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH8v7O62qNLmRafvxGt1udA29Uh56908zulQbVOzZrEF03CQfXMN0MaUvq5dDVl4gk26mMjDpRDH8TrtzsoP96_pWMsbKVcWfkfTsnZJqQ1ceqlMb1rsB21_c0_zPaTxZEf33LP0_FmlCldfvMQ_g0hUDzdr1czSTcnGHp9ly1GtXJflX9ixDrH_6NUe-6SorkRvnSUiUxZ2ZrBrvz09snb3mT34wAjCTBveRsTdViepPcJbqfNcIFy_JNVNmOmVUPBQOyd8kiCoNPETTBQ3zlrMXwqghbsaMaYkyvtBNctV4BpHfcgW5kgSl-bb75ksXSRfSQl9yFljByyfSEVkR9Ie
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH8hHjauvPFKti6pFCrEYIvhY1VgjSdMTu5cAYAQxFRcVzG6z70gu8u_A6PbGpgXzJf532x6tEH9l9SLDC4jPzfhhu34qLnDfY70M1yUwIchi9k_hbI8WddXSz1Dw4Kcub4UfMMfpF6SLXnePK5n2t3a3dKJQL-px5zCMI863AkWq_2xY8s30tXLtHJFNguWxUiBoNriN3U5inaBXTyoNHhs9fcKr7cWNC1z_cdH2jMFrJ9vIS22uTs5gpMZbM102A-bVPjh0mfqWxctAg5gaOnTq1A3hwuFZiIoNQfEz5P9yKbi0gdKH83NonjNd10dvPkzzEW9Qrx1FhY5PzEjkjcpX0MfEaKo14Q=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH9hveVtgmx2QZBntJ639wRJyRlpThW26gyOyjTwOAZ-ovU4Q9p104ndIOk3KhOPhwsIONU26oTcWDV7POnk-yxWuF1pq_IWa9g85TINoSWNsis3Bdgxp5Xz8QF1AXI383qAcrJ0psEZWr6Ol9Tw0yJTR-L4YcK3t3kz3OO0_3sJUE4-1YfxekUCaRWOrKGoJeFyEQfWkPeD7KbvtJmOvUkMkTEolGEDtodIqBP0I5WC3AHdGqPRsacXhd0GbGmpw3lDJyqOFrRIe4EEy6jcOA62-U01dHIC46AgTLwhDVu0cHjDAjSihNlTReFM8-eeZ-BtnoOCObAq1Vo32XvITtfQKC46f1ZwU1Ie3ddAYZB2Lg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_FjEblij3W_Z3b2_3_IE3zaLQ0HJuYJZe4HMcC4s0aWYlvocwBcxVnbeFJAOyrluJ_Qk_AhvQB7l2b8uk7gyhaIH4J4HMaz5Go9pRyRyq4w4dJ9xwSTyL4o9sgTOlBumJMOy5xlz7ee4DfCKqpGMOPGfDlKLWYZtJp4pJ1IJj6pRWtmZKyXU8VgOWYSlSOPF8ON8WPMEEuEGu5fAKbCFmyEK7d-1WxqV5U8ihHd6QeewX4AppM97bVaG-SLN7PQeBr2R2aVfoE_XcjuBObR5AIh6F6YOMJFI7yQQQ8YiwLhamHLdpongbt9LqH_mmCFJIQKMx9RPFmqA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH95WXMYga3Mr1wqhOH_U-K_6uTY8Pr3YsbYTA8d4cci-K9_Ozt9BhPTmZIGbElLOjRzmS-e6_1cedigAivvG9lJA7PAa7CTwAHxx9RxM4YloGeOo1Rj-j9fl3Dzx2goKqoGc8UrZgeDWYcea7nMaU174J1Ry9LIFuNnlZkWQfQvWn00oAtlx9DTT2ePy1viFEeziH4X-aN4ETE5IiKGVz0E2a_3PqYx-RY88AyLP8nGg9xiDKdTTp8-7EW8J8sYV4CHT2dAkPPareJfyV3uI-NuaEebwyFYlltYjKr_JUfNUZULDPEtusI2GC9wjOWY4IZOO9ZzMzmj2bfBBV2FVv_7

Phoenix Elementary School District
PEER Afterschool Program Leader (Phoenix)
Read more>>

O'Connor House
Speak Out Arizona Program Coordinator (Phoenix)
Read more>>

Boys & Girls Clubs of Metropolitan Phoenix
Cause Marketing Coordinator

Read more>>

Impact Learning Specialist

Read more>>

Balsz School District

Community Liaison (Phoenix)
Read more>>

Girl Scouts Arizona Cactus-Pine

Campaign Coordinator (Phoenix)
Read more>>

View the full list of available positions and descriptions on our website>>

Funding Opportunities

*New opportunities in red

BoatUS Foundation Grants

Deadline: December 17

The BoatUS Foundation awards nonprofit organizations up to $10,000 for the promotion of safe and
clean boating education. Over the past 20 years the Foundation has awarded over a million dollars to
local community organizations, yacht clubs, flotillas and squadrons. The Foundation is looking for
creative and innovative projects that promote safe and clean boating on your local waterway. Past topics
have ranged from PSAs on the effects of boating under the influence to hands-on education about the
effects of marine debris.

More information>>

Starbucks Youth Leadership Grants

Deadline: December 15

The Starbucks Foundation believes in developing young people to become extraordinary leaders, by
investing in the leadership skills required for the changing global economy. At this time there are more
than 1.2 billion 15 to 24 year olds, the largest global cohort of young people in history. Unfortunately, a
growing number of these young people are disengaged and unemployed, often referred to as NEET (not
engaged in employment, education, or training). The Starbucks Foundation is interested in supporting
organizations that equip young people ages 15 to 24 years old in the areas of business savvy, social
conscience, and collaborative communication.

More information>>

National Science Foundation STEM Grants Deadline: January 14, 2012

The Advancing Informal STEM Learning program invests in research and development of innovative and
field advancing out of school STEM learning and emerging STEM learning environments.

More information>>



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH-nw-9vwk99c_L71ZU513Bnw0_YSXXNQ-YntIDL56AKPo01_NgxdPjn5tm_HpIxgM5UXJJ8RRhXxZPM9fZvds1g2_gNYwm2vMPTFLBU92f7P8HZLr-2VzLdK6ALZTEB4heUqhmT9YpLlTqiHknj2ZvjIQLNXqp0zcVGVJpCsQIJCXwNfxV3BqpBSG2xZ4-_EdLgaHx97PlHuNiXaS5r80AQ1EpZSpdPRNuRcgpd1DKo0YBd2Ul-uYn8ThXoumVrqRoxdH_Yx5sIJNQGY2vuCb56QUiV0JpywfobLIq8duLjsrViDH1Mrsy2BtHVJMOM3DNFcMqplJIapQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH-y9hiE6iVYeitIMSk5lI0QfXWImJJaPO8q85-Uth8qBDZTAEbWenNoc9kHoURqogT623nktYyBcKz_rAtCyIzhu3ThuaNoRQ7RLuDeE1ac6NrrjkZJv2EBJttLU6O0cCH4SykaWPMBug0gVJAZRY7Hw1fHK3Yoeehcc6jZYfl61nTF91T2rOROaQNQ6QSt-PYrJDBunCfm5DHQMXEsb50ULVqhKmOz1FkttYfKtid9KIKHtShk-Yk3NaQJRoOcc6Y4gH4JRBEefUTOqfml5UFk6LIWpYdOHyBW7M7xhVhfGdmIryvDh5ljLRiDRmMiwjpFF8EiIINzlkcZ3MIG4cyyT-QeNLyOuwkZHEtjTerL2KYOYKRmbhaA4vv0UNbrgN3FUoumwzWZNBqwCv8EaqF5xutRBNOTZF4iUCF-YflIwwFYgBNfS2-HJcIACwEJyd5Wna6yIqsCWBYbSj4qQmxSYHW6WgJeWUQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_fq8Xw1bmIW5SHTfiUq73b070zDLFGK1PnKrEIeaqKJ3pR5T9tK9b3IvtfchLSsVpduGJZ-Oivcd0x-OXAVwWBEFyhjaGQ0PxWpc2v9DVyVLdZhFVgX7RQbeUuDDrOIePb9KIBcUejPr1JO5IhibzpQQ4Sy1qcTU4vqTKRoAG-_3p1Ef-UqvMELGoRJs8vKw293JPjAUzfLtM8hw4xaENlmN-NszFoKUObomfxSugXtJ-PwX6nrn-j4MKXIHYaPbHXKlYZy5Z0RXM2n3gtIZ31EdV0rhxBa2EadGBd9HfragEWdFKj1bMBARN4kAMyQZ6BHnFWoOsFx6v5jJodYVHO
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH-GoNBc_mvVI8b2WBCi03QufQ-lvoBiNUh5B9tP90WD0SXkxNHT3VTDHkPJnecLDasRRw-CmZgFUM-eSnNCfvZ49Ob9qtNSip00vGM0cnfYSi4yU1e3CARyVElQr8530j-Fblqgx8572chYq7PfqAzl_DkRiWBO0NKfKbwIuvzZwR_6U2TLOlW0qYrgpVUpq86qP3_DBQmj5xmZDivWsnOiq3OpfUnJu-bJRFshtwtE0IOiYND5s9moEnkcJ4MPt54lHAyHvtdrT1xBH2IGtTcwznT4Q-xbU2gtnj7x0OvZoxpzGw33eugpfP-A2DoTQwm0M0w75SR_cA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH88UxNe5Bn4niE8q6_43v5EMORmxdwmh9X-1iuHzK-Zx_XfyVrpDtyCWUWJZ0ILnqmEmFCHPm7k7FJo4yvz5AiZ1G5vrjzh9cdgQS44Mf3y_Fd8eHf1WYIY5vErZyiUTK69NnibCwhxBiXzyQI4RXI-uqJ4HLadtTmm3uEdQBw4BB3NKub0NUKuiDATnk1pTooB87BmQbxdU1mcjC-WYMT-7dHNS8mj35n16onxN1hh0hLVbPpEhVBpph5rqF5Kvhn4vI3A-yVfJCu_sCxXwRjlmNm_9ZnX-AXbawW73rxHOh7uZtxBfqitBCaymyB3kmvqzVp_L65GXYHNYzMIW5Mp6Wu7VPZtbYB_jV0tAqO_WnyDrgmUDaSqQ_O5iqUoXFLc9SacZ8xp7QMIvhZyS_y1v3wotfGud98-15_mYPIGxxef8zv7tY1quuiVV9gg0s_fbJcwKg5-W9ridccWSf7z-f6ZjKyiLFU=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_IU9MlG0XsBadAN53G6peQ7SS_ytv8K73BWJcnBaQMqNr-CTstk6LbM5hnW_uxyzWCXgDmjVpHhTa_C-FVZPIgXcfi-Z9m_EJeDx5jCKUt0fVF6Kh1cHfKErkU2qa_SgPSUc6bfIIcZq5ZTPGMgSPh6RBuk_s5UNNyUaLgYboP9Z4enAq2JzmZLPGpIuBsae9wpd5TKbLWlbhE3sNPrxzNGkSnvJzFOr5IYYgToa2SRDGRzE1SwhyHgN6EvqSqx6nBTG18_evGBUpfepwz4_t6Ls-OjmIFh2k=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_F6Cp-vNMgKP2AzlFyZzsn9xT6nBAmDvOawHaACJSJM0CRPHNveQhOmqsfLMxV5cfq9qUxc7Qy_bJOz7qnT9zHUFmH3CGMLmMU6VMDLEZUp4xh22E5eNfvGXZ0w9CMhplkweAvoKatIBKS6Mu9lVhkrvjpy9TWDsp_N6yfoVAleCRnA4IvfIWHLkDPxavf6hpXuxCGABSxWP8hxXWtjVjO75dMmFaxQf5ur_B5K9Ekm1Ue42cOwznJDcQaGbNL7OL-cDiSVeMCqGVg6gCh4iMyt4T-cwP4ZkLNvXZMmI3yYw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH9DXDzQ_FY6gQ__KlmkuQs4-KpdQAguWuuVuMLXCJcG6D1RJDQ6UkKXzwWiiXmy5x163KaN13WbUjg5ia0P00-qxpGoFeHy3LE13cNDG2QTSpVgVhoZmsAeGOM1Sgy2V-x85iXJse2SnDj_klVR8_I8luU7hdZLVnY01TNpkzDjgYOJ7Dp2Z73E2PAUEmmRRSVSsfjHTdDXZqiWyjE0aKuIVw-QRgBVaPge90hSu38Yg-F24b9lDzcV8eFAEfItW2OEIWiFHh4x4L0_jshHFoOZYyPG3DKsx2QS8sUx3k1W2XGSFgNg4Ipj
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Community Action Grants

Deadline: January 15, 2013

The American Association of University Women is offering Community Action Grants to individuals,
AAUW branches, AAUW state organizations, and community-based non-profit organizations that
propose programs promoting education and equity for women and girls. One-year grants of $2,000-
$7,000 will provide seed money for new projects whose topics include a clearly-defined activity that
promotes education and equity for women and girls. Two-year grants of $5,000-$10,000 will provide
start-up funds for longer-term programs that address the particular needs of the community and develop
girls' sense of efficacy through leadership or advocacy opportunities. Special consideration will be given
to projects focused on K-12 and community college girls' and women's achievements in science,
technology, engineering, or math (STEM).

More information>>

Department of Veterans Affairs Grants

Deadline: February 1, 2013

The Department of Veterans Affairs is funding Supportive Services for Veterans' Families grants,
available to nonprofits that provide assistance to the children and families of service members.
More information>>

The Big Read Grants

Deadline: February 5, 2013

Encourage literacy in your community! Approximately 75 organizations in communities of varying sizes
across the country will be selected to participate in The Big Read from September 2013 through June
2014. Community organizations participating in The Big Read develop and produce community-wide
reading programs which encourage reading and participation by diverse audiences. Applicant
organizations for The Big Read must be a 501(c)(3) nonprofit; a division of state, local, or tribal
government; or a tax-exempt public library.

More information>>

Captain Planet Foundation Grants

Deadline: February 28, 2013

The CPF annually funds projects that serve as catalysts to getting environment-based education in
schools and inspire youth and communities to participate in community service through environmental
stewardship activities. Recipients of these awards are often schools and nonprofits that propose projects
involving children and young adults (aged 6-18). Generally, the sum of awarded grants is between $250-
2,500.

More information>>

Michael and Susan Dell Foundation Grants

Deadline: Rolling

The Michael and Susan Dell Foundation is committed to alleviating urban children experiencing poverty
and gives grants of varying amounts to charitable or tax-exempt organizations. The Foundation seeks to
fund projects that directly serve or impact children in 5 essential focus areas: education, health, safety,
youth development, and early childhood care. The MSDF will review submitted online grant proposals
and respond via e-mail within six weeks. If they find the proposed project to be aligned with their
mission, the applicant will be asked to complete a formal grant application for funding.

More information>>

W.K. Kellogg Grants

Deadline: Rolling

The W.K. Kellogg Foundation is accepting proposals for new and innovative ideas aimed at helping
vulnerable children succeed. Areas of interest include educated kids, healthy kids, secure families, racial
equity, and civic engagement. Proposals are accepted throughout the year, and grants range in size.
More information>>

Find more resources and funding opportunities on our website>>
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Awards, Contests & Fellowships

Phoenix Outstanding Young Man & Young Woman of the Year Awards

Deadline: December 7

Do you know any outstanding high school students? The City of Phoenix is seeking exceptional students
for its 27th Annual Outstanding Young Man and Young Woman of the Year Awards. One exceptional
young man and young woman will be selected for recognition from each of the eight City Council districts.
Of the 16 finalists, a deserving young man and young woman will be awarded the honor of Citywide Young
Man/Young Woman of the Year, and will each receive an additional prize!

For more information, contact the Neighborhood Services Department at 602-534-4444 or
mailbox.youth@phoenix.gov
More information>>

Governor's Arts Awards

Deadline: December 14

Arizona Citizens for the Arts is now accepting nominations for the 2012 Governor's Arts Awards in the
following categories; Artist, Arts in Education (Individual) Arts in Education (Organization), Business,
Community and Individual. These awards recognize those who have made significant contributions to the
arts in Arizona.

More information>>

NASA Optimus Prime Challenge

Registration Deadline: December 15

Have you taken a picture with your cell phone camera lately? Or slept on a memory-foam mattress or
pillow? If so, you've had a spinoff in your life. Like OPTIMUS PRIME, they come from space. They are
among us, right now, in forms you may not recognize, and they work to save lives and protect our planet.
The NASA Optimus Prime contest lets kids share the benefits of NASA technologies by making a video
about their favorite spinoff, to be submitted and voted on.

More information>>

Stephen Sondheim Inspirational Teacher Awards

Deadline: December 16

The Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts is seeking nominations for the 2013 Kennedy Center/Stephen
Sondheim Inspirational Teacher Awards, a series of annual grants that recognize inspiring teachers in the
United States. To be eligible, nominees must be legal residents of the U.S. Nominations must be based on
experience as a full-time classroom teacher in a K-12 school in the U.S. or as a college or university
instructor in the U.S. Nominators must be at least 18 years of age and have been a student of the
nominee. Nominations for teachers by peers, parents, relatives, or other individuals based on non-teacher-
student interactions will not be reviewed.

More information>>

Governor's Volunteer Service Awards

Deadline: January 15

Know a youth, an adult, or an organization that has gone above and beyond in service to others? The
Governor's Commission on Service and Volunteerism is accepting nominations for the 12th Annual
Governor's Volunteer Service Awards. Nomination forms will be accepted through January 15, 2013, with
the award recipient announcement made in March 2013. Those selected as this year's recipients of the
Governor's Volunteer Service Award will be honored at a special reception in April 2013.

More information>>
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Volvo Adventure Competition

Deadline: January 31

Volvo Adventure, in partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme, is an educational
program that rewards environmental activities outside of the classroom. To enter, students between the
ages of 13-16 must form a team of 2-5 members and perform an environmental project in their local
community. The best projects will be selected for an all-expenses-paid trip to Géteborg, Sweden where the
top 3 teams will win $4,000-10,000.

More information>>

2013 Excellence in Summer Learning Award

Deadline: February 8

The National Summer Learning Association's Excellence in Summer Learning Award recognizes
outstanding summer programs that demonstrate excellence in accelerating academic achievement and
promoting healthy development for young people between kindergarten and twelfth grade. in addition to
recognizing the Excellence Award-winning programs, NSLA will also recognize summer learning
innovations in high-interest categories such as, but not limited to: Family Engagement, Digital Learning,
Health and Nutrition, Early Literacy, and New Vision for Summer School. All programs also receive
detailed written feedback--highlighting both strengths and recommendations for improvement based on
NSLA's quality standards.

More information>>

Christopher Columbus Awards

Deadline: February 4, 2013

The Christopher Columbus Awards is a national, community-based science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM) program for middle school students. The program challenges the students to work in teams
of three to four, with an adult coach, to identify a problem in their community and apply the scientific
method to create an innovative solution to that problem. Eight finalist teams and their coaches will receive
an all-expense-paid trip to Walt Disney World® to attend National Championship Week and compete for
cash prizes and the $25,000 Columbus Foundation Community Grant, plus a $200 development grant to
further refine their idea.

More information>>

Arizona Rubik's Tournament

Competition: March 2, ASU West Campus

Introduce kids to a classic puzzle, the Rubik's cube! The tournament will consist of teams of eight students
in grades K-12 plus a teacher/coach, divided into elementary, middle school, and high school divisions.
The teams will be competing to collectively solve 25 Rubik's Cubes.

More information>>

Trainings & Conferences

WEBINAR -- Feeding America's Children After School

December 5, 11 AM

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 opened up a new federal funding source for afterschool
programs across the country by expanding the At-Risk Afterschool Meals Program to all states. This year,
in addition to coordinating with the Food Research and Action Center (FRAC) to promote child nutrition
programs within the afterschool and summer learning space, the Afterschool Alliance is working with ES
Foods to increase participation in this important program. This webinar is intended for afterschool
providers interested in bringing afterschool meals to their program.

More information>>
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WEBINAR -- Getting Better Every Day: Improve with Camp Program Quality

Assessment

December 11, 11 AM - 12:30 PM

Everyone wants to improve their programs but often struggles to find effective options. This webinar is
focused on helping participants become familiar with a program self-assessment process conducted with
the Camp Program Quality Assessment (C-PQA), an instrument developed by ACA and the Weikart
Center for Youth Program Quality. We will share how the C-PQA might be used in camp programs as well
as provide related training resources. A program administrator from the Camp Fire National Headquarters
will share insights from recent implementation of the C-PQA used as a part of the Camp Fire Program
Quality Initiative. Join us to jump-start YOUR improvement process!

More information>>

WEBINAR -- STEM in Afterschool Virtual Tour

December 12, 11 AM

The webinar will provide an opportunity to ask questions and learn how the Afterschool Alliance is
supporting STEM after school through field-building, policy and advocacy, and research. Join our STEM
director and STEM research assistant for an interactive virtual tour of the resources available on our
website, and an overview of recent and upcoming STEM publications for the afterschool field.

More information>>

WEBINAR -- Federal Student Aid: Tools & Resources for College Access
Professionals

December 13, 10 AM - 11:30 PM

This webinar, part of a series presented by the Arizona College Access Network, will be conducted by
representatives from the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) in
collaboration with AzCAN. The webinar will highlight the new tools and resources available to college
readiness organizations, community-based organizations, and families, as well as touch on the 2013-14
FAFSA updates.

More information>>

Mapping to the Core

January 24, 2013, Grand Canyon University, Phoenix

Hosted by Grand Canyon University and the Arizona Department of Education, this dynamic professional
development opportunity helps schools take a deeper approach to using the Common Core Standards to
map their curriculum. Dr. Heidi Hayes Jacobs will lead the training, showing how the switch to Common
Core offers the opportunity to upgrade teaching and learning for 21st century learners.

More information>>

Beyond School Hours XVI

February 20-23, 2013, Jacksonville, FL

Beyond School Hours XVI will be held February 20-23 at the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront in
Florida. Conference participants will learn how to successfully engage older youth, see best practices in
action and connect with education leaders. Ron Clark, the 2000 Disney American Teacher of the Year and
two-time New York Times bestselling author, will be the keynote speaker.

More information>>

22nd Annual Celebrate the Young Child Conference

March 9, 2013, Glendale Civic Center

One of the largest Early Childhood Conferences in Arizona, the Celebrate the Young Child Conference
provides a full day of training for over 600 early childhood professionals. It is sponsored by Association for


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_N0yvVF-cT3R_AkTXtFSzCjyqXijpG7LxmnXNzlLn7aM9xy5eJsutgpd7VM2kl6VZEvegIkvOIGR4s3fUNFb-cVnBtH-p-9nSMfSubeh93PHOjJ3kjhg6sCdi1hI84nehTSGNExjE9wTyoIwfxyejUbI5g67m2t9IYJviY4A-X4g1yAPCCpWE1fR9J7pCiuAzlV3FJdeQdjvD0Nw1YJPdP43PiNYY16UDf1djjO6jgpLSHH2PX5tIaSFFjAU2rNv6-5wr9mccrqtSMmjj2VmGXZ1o5ht005wZPbLo4jq2bVhAoczwLnSCi4E_3NgYUc9AtlkOswcfxZ0IJxToLZOperIJ0B0olkpCpsluN5CUBXiYgN66UkeQ7UOLQpqTgqmdEg9IEuN_PQwJaW4jxUCODnslsnC1tgTQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH-Na8tCZXx-hni0AEj4JluDIYOs_Af3-57lEhNxVhI-YNaAtjtNuSiU3wHpSpJMNPxMdfn6BnsTmwsf2X4dng27xOg1J39Bf4xi4IKB6mkkrdZSNChiO7oi6YzWRXr-mLQDwe8hCzKdRIRIrb94AS56cx-DyMHL61kTbvEP8G8DTnrECx_uhAKGMT5dTLrYf8tBWCU6ayGVPwkW3bw3m2JAcoSqg9obHb0K0zy7tjeFeC33aqGTYMTeKHDTzeK2DUeZjRt_cYEOJxXnMZjvoGwNBpGRnZRrNdfmRjzi-ackZALM3bEBTe1i
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH8AqYJJjdttvnXUTPI-gleNAqJdsIG1NzwkPeI2eiQWUNoRbNB763qX7cMGdTeRq8vzQw-v9AyldA1AX5p7z6Q9gIwO-lIV2soL6iZrs78GMh7A4092w6MGait1J_tIyhvrVHYysymSdT3JIKBkW2MUmOmvm7eCqT_m2ZE-YlcBRaQej1TJZS1_IXA9GM723Jw54H5_0_ybGInK1u0HpSbm8c9dRCvEg8_8Zb4Dab9D189WbqMUimO9hu7--1HJhMNKqMG-akp5SP1hkBxVmWn63USo-NDUo21RKs5e6r6asQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH-c1_57s49A418QW8xs_F4De3fmocCdWbrMKKyALQ3n6f1Mx_8xfN965uTJCHDWzx0ZQjW6o1t3Fruvg5MmDAd14ovKpND7fDtTjVUbuIzg2vvYxAHg9LUVQ7e7XVxCYKjxyS-Hgh8vaiSp8rNniCHx3XUVevxE3NWKpRpV6H3QGrxCNk29uXddqULM-YEvMLedZ0FzSTSsKjJty7nQJ081tZUp8nI5AO5fzAZCB7JNmiCt8-Krpwtndk9GUfRzxv9H5a63RNdqzWSlk4yAE9bGX8KM-9Lmw5uzojRC6FZkMeMYkwhIAJbiP0GPG7eg600UUDCqmHc_yQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH-1M9XRhXUze3IDev-ba18DRHiHWxkPfdpZXLkb0CabI5_3QTdBhh-tT1qT_EW9Zu7cfZ6uRfOzq43l-SHjl5JFACjeDeWXRESlnNvd5vS9khqvOkqh36kY3U0KRbrufdqA5rbh0mtWyvjHwsAKzeKZGh-ubS2DqmdBHsyMdc3PAvawheU5wV9mefmgNA3X7KRv7M9Q1sg-Wy7c09DXbBL0ThaM5dbuczeDGJ0HE-JoLwus4f1aBk_qHcTKP1cQjq7QFjHyV82CkCRHEqLXqr7DaDxKvkpF55o4Qugdhszm8pyONSfS2vwG

Supportive Child Care and the Arizona Child Care Association, and offers professional development and
networking opportunities.
More information>>

Best of Out of School Time Conference

May 1-4, 2013, Palm Springs, CA

BOOST invites you to join the nation's largest, most recognized and comprehensive conference for after
school and out-of-school time professionals. Set in a retreat-like atmosphere, this conference promises to
rejuvenate your passion and boost your direction for quality programming.

More information>>

Community Events

Pueblo Grande Annual Indian Market

December 8-9

Pueblo Grande Museum, 4619 E Washington, Phoenix

Be a part of a Phoenix tradition, and join Pueblo Grande Museum and the Pueblo Grande Museum
Auxiliary as they hold the 36th Annual Indian Market at Pueblo Grande Museum on Saturday 9 a.m. until
5 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. The Indian Market features top Native American artist's paintings,
sculptures, jewelry, baskets and much more. There will be music and dance performances scheduled
throughout, artist demonstrations, and traditional Native American foods including delicious, authentic
frybread. Admission is $5 for adults and children under 12 are free. Price includes the market and the
museum exhibits.

More information>>

Discovery Second Saturday

December 8,2 PM - 4 PM

The Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff

Join MNA for exciting kids' programs, hands-on activities, and creative crafts. Programs are included
with admission and take from 2-4 p.m. Family and kids of all ages are welcome. Come investigate a
Very Flagstaff Winter!

More information>>

A Charlie Brown Holiday

December 14, 4:30-6:30

Bret Tarver Learning Center, 1516 N 35th Ave, Phoenix

A great free holiday event with crafts, hot coco and a movie in the park! Free, ages 7-12. For more
information call 602.262.7127.

La Fiesta de Guadalupe

December 16, 10 AM - 4 PM

DeGrazia Gallery in the Sun, 6300 N Swan, Tucson

This free annual festival celebrates Mexico's patron saint with spirited outdoor performances by youthful
mariachi and folklorico groups, a Yaqui deer dance, Domingo DeGrazia's Spanish-Guitar Band, and Las
Posadas procession by Carrillo Magnet School students. Pifiatas filled with treats are hoisted hourly for

the kids while vendors offer regional food. Community Food Bank donations requested.

SRP EarthWise Energy Contest

Vote until December 31

Six local nonprofits, including the Boys & Girls Clubs of the East Valley and the Phoenix Zoo, are
finalists to win a solar energy system from SRP. SRP uses customer contributions to build solar projects
for Valley nonprofits - allowing them to focus their funding on the communities they serve. Vote by
December 31st, only one vote per address.

More information>>
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH9W9KSuHODir3uLoZFzzyiccCiV_RIjTfNr4UvWRXZJxnxhlNmMkUvSuP4okIQk4e4_5C2ERrPRvk-wEP3F3G4bBS4c0no_N4KDIxMGFLFdchScfgGiLK5EXk0g53S3tQjl21NEFZ8GlmXJBOBT95PFPT0Zy9RzfiBcGO1axEhHxGSLJMlPKGZK0lm4k8DpQpMGrJIJ2wJhXCS5zzCkWdmixnlgP2Oghfu-JOw_Jhf3R3bMS9x5FcpJ07O8S-Q8ENwMg8bA8B9FfCm3NXPuR4Nl
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH-6Vw1piJgYGAEF_ytV31URfdXdTqyhZFNh9zWGXDoEXz_Qmgex4C_4tvzn-ygFcIVgx88h4WE5peSFOmpGXRISKYneElENuPzSk-SJ9pqM9DQgwDzeszkSdb3VQEPIHt2vH0iZZ2XIrm49tCiCfCUikny76xxgUjnblFAfJ_QDNov0lEdi08UDTaTSYPHvZWgEfBj43tHFvgrpGMCeU3k3CXCl-IKE1v_9IBKzB87J09CjAWIwbWfwFBR5Vm-8H35fTK0FWqQlUk71XJz19ByVbbaPPrbO3MebtgfnjbwbUFhedxHAOJ-F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH9fHxutzVhnmCHdYyA-UWdTm3OCoKhQBUThQUhxr0WnGv_h2uzvisysVKWnWJYbeiRRITT1bSglym6vwkkbub9PSv2bKH4w7nuUEcQ7wScBGSnvTBV-7MvLFRTjcs2GjxnuVC3mroHCTOw6QpjnKyknle09RLM_ZFVZzZYICiwspIPJSIdj5ukpjPmkakfKeLgdTgEtaYTc2x06U6Hx3in6M-ZygTJgcd3YT9tb8MclwszaUi1f0FXNR5gKfz7sW1tAmnMQC0xjFtP3Z-RaCrDRW7Xg_K8pcgEqESBd04rhGgWDjLo7sAWdch2JzyyDLZxHSga9NjFo38xl2Ml4IzYyYclfrYy94d9dT7lThfa1HPuS4wxX-yFA

Resources, Research
& Reports

Word Generation Brings Vocabulary To Life

It's been said that the achievement gap is a literacy gap, and that the literacy gap is a word gap. Programs
can take steps to close that gap with Word Generation, a research-based vocabulary program designed to
teach words through language arts, math, science, and social studies. The program is geared towards
older students (middle school and high school), and features a collection of units that introduce each
introduces 5 high-use academic target words through brief passages outlining controversies currently
under debate in this country. The paragraphs are intended to help students join ongoing "national
conversations" by sparking active examination and discussion of contemporary issues. This introduction is
followed by cross-content activities that allow students to interact with the words in multiple contexts,
cementing their understanding. While presented for use in the traditional classroom, the debates,
experiments, and writing activities could easily be used in the out of school context. Kids sharpen critical
thinking skills as they discuss and analyze issues ranging from junk food to Title IX to cloning, all the while
picking up key academic vocabulary crucial to college and career readiness.

Find out more and download the free materials here>>

Financing STEM Guide: Know Your Funders

STEM continues to be a hot topic among both afterschool providers and funders. The trick is how to get
everyone speaking the same language so innovative projects and funding can find one another. The
Afterschool Alliance's guide to STEM funding offers an overview of the major players in the STEM funding
landscape, both public and private, as well as highlighting how to lay the groundwork to successfully
finance a STEM program.

Read the guide here>>
Get more resources to make the case for STEM afterschool>>

Featured Activity

Popsicle Stick Snowflakes

Whether you're in northern Arizona or a part of the state somewhat less likely
to have a white winter, this month's budget-friendly art project is sure to be a
crowd pleaser.

Materials:

Popsicle sticks

Paint

Glitter or other decorations (optional)

Construction paper place mats or something similar to protect work surfaces (optional)

Instructions:
1. Have kids select popsicle sticks and work on arranging them into snowflake pattern.

2. After deciding on a design, arrange over the place mats and glue popsicle sticks together. Leave to dry.
3. Once the glue had dried, paint the snowflakes, adding glitter or other decorative touches if desired.

4. Display once paint has dried.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH_14C9r_O3BEfqpRUhFiAfF2y1Jp3kRqMDt-SwvlzN2FAad92tC1Vvj3k-TcB9RmeHmptbYygwDH2nPKcSSD_0DI1SjLOAvRWZWvzN5ZinOC6viMd1MQ4ktPSUxKdF1KZ3ifQM2QQuEwQE_mNufr_UAiaY8eiLiKrAFKaDnaBveHHCd61q_K1k5hKXrFKo3vOWiPndcD0S4uygZI7lEb1b-DLyHfHhgFtJZhAuP7MIefSCZIAdmDGGp4NIZaC8LBCRS68btJqVjFCl4hHeIfDGB
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH8ufgdb4XEiuMxkeeVDhF94uaJGfPJcBZQczvhrWmBYjC3AJo_4svjGC6IqAgKTzqcXuRsCghwDSquJEAFGSVeDySxSpK4SF1W0MQGZn1cwt-a3nRmjfq647kvIRAMYZ5b6fiGiRDORnzPrJNiq98oXy2KYrnywU7sq-HXFj_Kjw-fGdj4h8649no4dH3Ov62B5cjatssJyYEs2DUmBTsyMFaZK5BNlaxmAs-Wu2d1nDtBEcM_o2yBD8cizcjqkLxTEFsHNAzSJNsnGbUmgb03mnCh4dpIrWEZsnbnSbfJ_VcifK2SWahpkus-pgpT22pI=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001yVRLrop6QH-DtlppMj9wqq4JsvMQosmSTM5WwPj1VKflI12VU8kDo3wrRIHD9ukZ80ZCSm1YXaPtP9qwgNX6w-wuDAV_JXq6XGHXHtmHz55UvEju1dgK1Kq6B20ZYwvOHimDKUV8wGobWh432l3cODV_AxvgDH6-ibEJsAIvzr_M7vX88L65XnQrP5F_s1l_cFxxOZuvygA1Dv5feRxxnU4HzxlM43mRdtfh7-veZK5y2yoz-1f23Ymrd4SD2v2YNZKedzz7QQvTLTnegm35Ly2-ImQSv0dLVXONf6XQmZsiU7gbWU_65Q==

Academic enrichment options:

Introduce a trickle of environmental science with a discussion of precipitation and the water cycle.
Talk geography and climate. Think through with kids why it snows in some places and not others.
Mix in some math! Use the popsicle sticks to work on counting and addition or subtraction with
younger kids. Challenge older kids to use acute or obtuse angles as they make their masterpieces.

See this and other art project ideas from Mrs. Picasso's Art Room blog here>>
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Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence
112 N Central Avenue, Suite 700
Phoenix, AZ 85004

602.496.3307
www.azafterschool.org
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