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QUESTION 1:  

 

Nineteen percent of Arizona youth are unsupervised during the hours after school. What are your views 

on access to out-of-school time (after school, before school and summer) programs for school-age youth? 

What legislative or policy actions might you consider engaging in based on your views? 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 2:  

 

Jobs in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) professions are becoming a larger share of 

the job market, and the demand for skilled workers in these fields is increasing. However, many students 

graduating from high school are not prepared for the college-level math and science required for the vast 

majority of these jobs. What are your views on this issue and on the role out-of-school time can play? 

 
 

Background Information: 

 
1. According to the US Department of Commerce, by 2018 the number of American jobs in STEM 

fields is projected to have grown 17% since 2008, far outpacing the average job growth in non-

STEM fields. 1 

2. It is also projected that by 2018, 80% of STEM jobs will go to those with an Associate’s, 

Bachelor’s, or post-graduate degree. 2 

3. Meanwhile, the current number of high school students who will graduate prepared for college-

level math and science is less than 50% nationally.3 

4. On average, Arizona students spend just 20% of their waking hours in the classroom each year.4 

5. A 2013 report by 4-H, a leader in quality OST STEM programming both nationally and in 

Arizona, showed that 71% of 4-H science participants reported that science is now one of their 

favorite subjects, with 59% reporting that they would like to have a job in the science field. 5 
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QUESTION 3:  

 

The traditional school day and a variety of supplementary programs are available to support low-income 

students’ access to both meals and academic enrichment during the school year. But this access decreases 

substantially over the summer. How would you approach this from a policy perspective? 

 

 

 
Background Information: 

 

1. Currently, more than 1 in 4 Arizona children (28.2%) struggle with food insecurity, meaning they live 

in households that may lack access to or the ability to afford enough food to feed all household 

members.6 

2.  During the summertime, children are more vulnerable to rapid gains in BMI, and more likely to be 

food insecure.7 

3. National summer nutrition programs increase food security for children from low-income families. In 

addition, the access to nutritious meals provided by these programs also help mitigate summer weight 

gain, and protect against cognitive decline and summer learning loss.8 

 

 

 

QUESTION 4:  

 

Given a growing epidemic of childhood obesity, what types of opportunities might help children be 

physically active in the hours outside the school day? Do you think these types of opportunities ought to 

be supported or encouraged, and if so, how? 

 

 
Background Information: 

 
1. Compared to their peers, children who are overweight or obese tend to demonstrate poorer academic 

performance, more behavioral problems and higher rates of school absenteeism.9 

2. The hours after school represent one of the largest blocks of discretionary time in a child’s typical day. 

As such, afterschool programs have great potential to increase a child’s overall physical activity.10 

3. A 2013 study conducted by UCLA showed that enhancing after-school physical activity opportunities 

through evidence-based programs can potentially benefit low-income children who are overweight or 

obese. 11 

4. 80 percent of U.S. parents agree that afterschool programs should offer opportunities for physical 

activity, and 80 percent of parents with a child in an afterschool program report that their program 

does just that.12 
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