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2nd Annual Afterschool Day at the Legislature
Wednesday, Feb. 11, 10 a.m. 2 p.m.
State Capitol, House Lawn
On February 11, 2009 you have an opportunity to join your colleagues, friends and allies to inform your Legislators of the importance of afterschool programs in meeting the needs of YOUR COMMUNITY – keeping children safe, helping working families and inspiring learning.

The agenda will include training on how to talk with legislators, a free lunch and an opportunity to meet with your legislators.  Please attend the Afterschool Day at the Arizona State Legislature and share your knowledge and expertise with your elected officials. Tell them what you know. Invite them to visit your program – your legislators live in your community too and need to see for themselves how important our work is to our children and families.

Bring a Team! Help us ensure that legislators know what you know. Invite parents and students to join us!  Invite your local community leaders to join us! Make sure your voice is heard. Register Online. 
News & Announcements



City of Phoenix Proposed Budget Cuts

The city of Phoenix is proposing budget cuts totaling approximately $104.7 million, $5.4 million of which would eliminate vital afterschool programs. Should the city approve these cuts, close to 8,000 children and youth will have no other options for afterschool-time care.
We strongly urge local residents and community leaders to contact Mayor Phil Gordon, Phoenix City Council members and City Manager Frank Fairbanks and voice your support for afterschool programs.

The city is hosting community budget hearings scheduled from Jan. 13-27 to give residents the opportunity to share their thoughts and concerns on these critical services. A complete list of community budget hearing times and sites can be found by clicking this link: Community Budget Hearing Schedule. The city plans to approve its new budget Feb. 3. The new budget would go into effect March 2, 2009.
Check Out Our New Website

We are pleased to announce the launch of our new website. User friendly features include the ability to register for membership, conferences and trainings online. In the future a members-only section will include a member directory and online training capabilities. Check us out at www.azafterschool.org!
Job Postings
The Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence has established a job bank to assist individuals wanting to secure employment in an afterschool program and to provide programs seeking new staff members a central location to list job openings. Looking for a job?  Have positions to post?  Check the Job Bank. 
The Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence in the News

Executive Director Lisa Rice spoke with Phoenix radio station KTAR in December about how because of the current economic climate there’s a greater chance for more children to be left at home unsupervised because many parents are struggling to afford afterschool care.

“Overall, it does appear that there’s a decline in enrollment, anywhere from 10 to 30 percent,” Rice told KTAR’s Bob McClay, who noted in his report that even the state’s more affluent school districts were being affected.

“The fear is that they’re home alone or they’re home alone and being asked to care for younger siblings,” Rice added. “They’re not only at great risk of making bad choices, they’re also at the greatest risk to be victims of crime if they’re not in a safe place.”

Rice was interviewed for about 45 minutes at the Center offices and a summary of her three-part on-air interview can be read on KTAR’s website at http://www.ktar.com/?sid=1011218&nid=6.
2009 Excellence in Summer Learning Award
Deadline: January 21.

Are you involved with an exemplary summer learning program that accelerates academic achievement and promotes positive youth development? Do you want to showcase your program and share your success with others in the field? If so, apply now or nominate a program for the 2009 Excellence in Summer Learning Award, sponsored by the National Center for Summer Learning at Johns Hopkins University and Scholastic After School Learning. 
The award confers national recognition upon exemplary programs that provide and expand access to high-quality summer learning experiences for young people in kindergarten through 12th grade. Winners will be announced and showcased at the Center's 2009 Summer Changes Everything national conference in Chicago, April 16-17.
Winners receive a $1,000 stipend and two complimentary conference and pre-conference registrations (a $550 per person value) that include registration for Making Summer Learning a Funding Priority on April 15, a preconference session that will demonstrate practical methods for generating public support for summer learning even in tough economic times. 

In addition, throughout 2009, the Center will feature winning programs in publications and public relations efforts, with additional recognition and professional networking opportunities. Learn more about the award and download the application. 

Learn more about the conference. 

COA Hosts Accreditation Webinars

In our continuing efforts to facilitate communication regarding our After School initiative, we will be hosting a series of informational conference calls and webinars. You and your colleagues are invited to participate in these complimentary offerings. Please find additional information regarding these trainings, and to sign up at https://coanet.ilinc.com/public/register/jmurphy.
Afterschool Resources



East Valley Resources for Youth and Families

January 21, 2008

Mesa Central Police Station

The East Valley Resources for Youth and Families (EVRY) meeting will be on Wednesday, January 21, 2008, from 8:30 am to 10:30 am. The meeting will be held at the Mesa Central Police Station, Community Room, 120 N Robson. The featured presenter is the DRAW THE LINE CAMPAIGN. In October 2007 Governor Napolitano and the Arizona Underage Drinking Prevention Committee officially launched Draw the Line, a statewide social norms marketing campaign to address underage drinking across the state. The Governor's campaign seeks to give parents and adults the knowledge and tools they need in order to better influence their children's decisions about underage drinking.  Campaign Goals are to:

· Raise awareness, change attitudes and alter behavior regarding youth alcohol consumption and alcohol availability in Arizona. Underage drinking is not a rite of passage.
· Provide useful tools and resources that assist parents and adults in educating children about the dangers of alcohol consumption before age 21.
· Reduce incidents of underage drinking statewide.The sustained, multi-faceted campaign will include numerous grassroots efforts including a traveling "live chat exhibit" where parents and other adults can share their frustrations and successes with one another, and record them for others to view at the campaign's interactive Web site. The push to build public awareness also will feature numerous public relations opportunities to extend the reach of the campaign, such as: letters to the editor, lunch-and-learn workplace seminars, town hall meetings, block parties and other events staged throughout the state.
Please bring flyers, handouts and announcements to share. You can print a copy of the EVRY flyer and calendar from our website at: www.mesaunitedway.org under Partners, then East Valley Resources for Youth. If you need further information please contact Maria Gongora (480) 834-2118 or maria.gongora@mesaunitedway.org.

Strengthening Out-of-School Time Nonprofits: The Role of Foundations in Building Organizational Capacity
Commissioned by the Wallace Foundation as part of a three-part series, this paper looks at the role that foundations can play in building out-of-school time (OST) nonprofits' organizational capacity. In it, we suggest seven approaches to strengthening OST organizations, including methods to ensure that providers become stronger partners with other groups and more adept advocates for their field. Go to http://www.hfrp.org/OST-StrengtheningNonprofits
Great Science for Girls
Working with afterschool centers around the country Great Science for Girls (GSG) delivers curricula, research, and professional development and consulting services to help promote the concept that science is, indeed, a "girl thing." Offering evidence-based programs with proven effectiveness, GSG provides listings of useful websites for girls and practitioners, role models/mentors, professional development, families, and organizations, as well as research on the most effective practices in afterschool and STEM. 

Free Science Teaching Resources Online
Federal Resources for Educational Excellence connects visitors to a number of free online teaching resources for science education. Enduring Resources for Earth Sciences Education is a database of materials for teaching earth science concepts. Ocean Service Education provides online tutorials on corals, currents, estuaries, geodesy, pollution, and tides. And Science of Spectroscopy features a wiki-based effort to tell the story of spectroscopy - the use of light to study matter. 

Grant Opportunities



Arts Education Grants Available from the Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture! 
Deadline: February 17

The Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture (POAC) is committed to making the arts fundamental to education, particularly in programs that serve Pre-K to 12th grade students, classroom teachers, teaching artists, arts specialists and administrators. Arts Education Grants for Schools support projects or programs that address student learning in, through and with the arts. Applicants are encouraged to apply for projects that strengthen instruction and improve student learning in academic areas such as math and reading, projects that enhance the school's current arts programs, or after school programs that connect to the school day curriculum. Applicants are also encouraged to utilize the Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture’s Artspace Registry or the Arizona Commission on the Arts’ Artist Roster for qualified programs and artists available to collaborate with classroom teachers on arts projects, for afterschool arts programming and teacher training as part of a more comprehensive arts learning plan. 

How to Apply: Applications for the 2009-2010 school year are available at www.phoenix.gov/ARTS. Applications must be postmarked by February 17 or hand-delivered to the POAC Office by 5:30 p.m. (These grants will fund projects from July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010). If you have any questions, please contact, Jocelyn Hanson, 602-495-0189 or e-mail jocelyn.hanson@phoenix.gov 
Captain Planet Foundation Grants
$250-$2500

Deadline: March 31

In order to be considered for funding, proposals must: 
• Promote understanding of environmental issues 
• Focus on hands-on involvement 
• Involve children and young adults 6-18 (elementary through high school) 
• Promote interaction and cooperation within the group 
• Help young people develop planning and problem solving skills 
• Include adult supervision 
• Commit to follow-up communication with the Foundation (specific requirements are explained once the grant has been awarded)

For more information: http://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/default.aspx?pid=3&tab=apply
Students Invited to Submit Their Creative Energy Project Entries 
Amounts Vary

Deadline March 13, 2009

Johnson Controls, a global multi-industrial leader in energy efficiency and sustainability, invites kindergarten through 12th grade students across North America to enter the Igniting Creative Energy competition. The challenge, a program developed and funded by Johnson Controls and the National Energy Foundation, is a competition that encourages students to learn more about energy and the environment.
Student entries should demonstrate an understanding of what an individual, family, or group can do in their home, school, or community to conserve energy and help the environment. Students may choose to express their ideas in any creative format such as science projects, essays, stories, artwork, photographs, music, videos, Web based applications, multimedia projects, etc. They may also submit recent service projects.
A total of four grand prizes will be awarded to three students and one teacher. Three students, one in each grade cluster, whose work best addresses the challenge criteria, will receive a hosted trip to Washington, D.C., for themselves and a parent or legal guardian. Also, the teacher with the highest average score of student work from 15 or more qualifying entries will also receive a trip for two to Washington, D.C. While in Washington, D.C., students will share their winning challenge entries with government and energy leaders during the 20th Annual Energy Efficiency Forum, June 15-16, at the National Press Club.
In addition to the national winners, the highest scoring student in each state or province will be recognized. Schools may also be eligible to receive a $1,000 U.S. charitable donation to help beautify their school, educate their students, or impact their community.
Official rules and entry form are available at the program's Website: http://www.ignitingcreativeenergy.org/[image: image1.jpg]
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